
z Australiao H€rpetological Society
PO Box R79
Royal Exchange
Sydney 2000
www'ahs.orS,au

soetg,{l

OBTAINING A REPTILE

Decisions...
Fftst thing is to decide what sort ofreptile you want to ke€p and find out whal you are letting yoarself in for.
Get hold of John W€igd's book Care ofA stralian Reptiles in Captiiry. mis sets out the housing, heatitrg
lighting, and feeding requirem@ts for a lot ofthe Aushaliaa reptiles. Ifyou have difficulty obtaining this book
contact Oe HeTp Shop (websit€ wa.B-h€rEb.sqre phone 03 9363 6841) There are also booklets available
on ke€ping Blue-tongue lizards, Shingleback lizardE B€arded DEgons, Long-neck€d trde& Short-necked
hrtles ed Capet Frythons. These ae available ftom Australian Reptile Keeper Publicatiors (e-mail
r€des@rdcm-n€f,-a{ or website

Difficulties...
It is il€gal for reptiles to be sold ia pet shops in NSw' or for the private sale ofreptiles to be advertised.
Betause ofthis they are harder to obtain as pets than birds & menmais
The availability ofaDiir0als fluctuates but is highest in $]mmer & auturDn when newly hatched animals become
available.

Solutions...
1- Be paiient! (this can b€ hard).

2, Join a herpetological society..,this is where members $4ro have successfully bred ardmalg make their sulplus
stock available.

3- At the Aushalian Herpetological Socieg we:
. hav€ a 'for transfe'r' board at meetitgs wh6e m€mb€rs oan list sEptrs arimals or arrimi< wanted;
. put details ftom the 'for tsaNfer' board iD our qudterly newsletter;
. run a register ofexcess & $,anted animals...rirg Gleg Wassetl on 0414 990 810 to be inctuded on ftis-... he

cm match buy€rs & s€lleis; -r==
r have members with years ofexperience otr keepiry, treeding, and treating reptiles, who are bapp5,-to shari

thdr wisdom 
i 

.t

4. Make sure you have atl the caging ed o&€r lacilities in ptace before you g* yout anima.� aod -atie sure 
*jl

you have your lic€ncE (tom the National Parks ard Vr' dlife Servic€ in NSW). You cannot obtain an anim- al

5. Talk to p€tple who hav€ kgpt thq.eptile you wart ta keeE ard find out how to handle the anim'l snd my
Eecial requiJe@enls it may have.

Cost...
How much will your reptite cost? There are no fixed pric€s io NSW for r€ptiles and it will depend on how much
tle breeder le€ls is reasonable to rccover expenses and other costE whether tb€re is a demand or an ove': supply,
al1d &e age ofthe rnimal. Make enquiries from people ata herpetologicat society meeting to get an idea oflh€
pdce rsnge, md do['t rush itr atd t]uy the frst one you c&re across. Remember, be pati€.nl
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